AFGHANISTAN COUNTRY SECURITY SITUATION REPORT FOR THE PERIOD OF 21 TO 27 JUNE 2004

NORTHEAST 

The past week has been relatively quiet in the region, considering the series of attacks recorded in the previous weeks. No significant security situation was reported during this period. 

Kunduz Province:

· Release of UNOPS staff member: On 22 June, the UNOPS national staff member who was arrested as a suspect of latest security incidents in the NE Region was released.   
· UXO accident: On 24 June, 3 men were injured when an UXO exploded 5 km north of Kunduz city. 

Baghlan Province

· Threatening of VR+E: On 16 June, a man threatened to kill everyone in the Electoral Civic Education Team if they didn’t stop the voter registration of women in the town of Dadhdeori Sharaynon near Pul e Khomri. 
Badakhshan and Takhar Provinces:  NTR

General:  

Road Missions: 45 road and 20 air missions were cleared.
Condition of Airport and Airfields: Faizabad and Kunduz operational.

NORTHERN

Northern Region has been relatively calm over the reporting period with exception of tension between the Jamiat and Junbish commanders over drug business in the district of Sholgara.
Balkh Province:
· Poppy seizure: During the week, the local authorities confiscated 90 kg of poppy in two 4x4 vehicles. The vehicles had been marked as INGO (European Humanitarian Assistance), with fake flags and HF radio antennas. 
· Factional fight: The District Governor of Charkent reported that fighting had erupted between Jamiat and Junbish groups in the village of Koshani in Charkent district. This has not been confirmed. 
Faryab Province: 
· Poppy seizure: During the week, the Provincial Police confiscated over 1000 kg of poppy from the smugglers on the road to Herat. 
Samangan, Sari Pul, Jawzjan, and Provinces: NTR
General:

Road Missions Cleared: 69 road missions were cleared. 

Condition of Airport and Airfields: All airports and airfields operational. 

WESTERN

The general security situation has been tense and uncertain during the reporting period. All INGOs are still out of the Badghis Province. Ghor Province has passed a tense week with the existing fear of counter attack by the Commander of 41st Division. 
Herat Province:  

· Attack: On 18 June, a government check post was attacked by group of men, supporters of Amanullah, in the area of Kariz Qala Siakoh in Shindand district. 1 soldier was reported killed, 2 wounded and 2-3 were taken hostage. The attackers had worn burghas as disguise. 
Badghis Province: 

· The security situation is still uncertain and volatile in Badghis Province. INGOs are still suspending their operations in the area. Also JEMB international staff is out of the area. 
Ghor Province: 
· ANA deployment: On 25 June, 280 ANA soldiers were deployed to Chaghcharan together with 20 CF military advisors. Also a high level government delegation has arrived to Chaghcharan to medicate between the rivaling factions. 
· Shooting: On 24 June, a JEMB national staff member travelling in his private vehicle was shot at by gunmen loyal to the ousted Commander Ahmad Morghabi in the district of Charsada, 75 km northeast of Chaghcharan. The vehicle was captured by gunmen and some of the passengers were arrested. No casualties reported. 
Farah Province: NTR

General

Road Missions Cleared:  26 road missions were cleared.

Condition of Airport and Airfields: Herat airport is operational.

SOUTHERN
The SR suffered a direct attack against the JEMB VR+E staff. In addition over the reporting period significant anti-government / CF incidents continued.  
Kandahar Province:  
· Factional fighting: On 19 June, fighting erupted between two tribes in Spin Boldak. No casualties reported. 
· Attack: On 20 June, the compound of the District Commissioner was attacked in Maruf. No casualties reported. An AMF unit has been deployed to the area. 
· Explosion: On 20 June, a fuel tanker exploded in the border crossing point in Chaman in Spin Boldak. No casualties reported.  
· Attack on JEMB vehicle: On 21 June, at 1345 hrs, a JEMB vehicle, used by the voter registration police guards was ambushed in the village of Jaza in Arghandab district by 4 armed men. The driver was killed and one of the policemen injured. The attackers set the vehicle ablaze. 
· IED attack: On 22 June, an IED made of AT mine(s) was detonated under a police truck in the area of Shora Oba area, east of Spin Boldak. 5 policemen were killed and 2 injured.  
· Killing: On 22 June, 1 man was killed and 2 others injured in a shooting incident over a personal dispute in KDH City.  

· Arrest: On 24 June, the local authorities arrested a man in the district of Arghandab in connection with the ambush of the JEMB vehicle on 21 June. 
· Arrest: On 24 June, the local authorities arrested a man in KDH city in connection with the attack on the UNHCR compound on 19 June. 
· AG activities: On 26 June, the information received indicates that AG elements have agitated against the VR+E process in the district of Maruf. The GSFP confirmed that the district is now under the control of insurgents. 
· Office break-in: On 26 June, unknown burglar(s) stole $1,400 from the UNHAS safe in the WFP compound in KDH. Investigation is underway. 
Zabul Province:

· CF operations: During the reporting period, CF has continued its operations in the whole Zabul province.
· Attack: On 22 June, the compound of the District Commissioner of Mizan was attacked and occupied by a group of insurgents. The information received indicates that the district is not under the control of local authorities. 
Hilmand, Nimroz and Oruzgan Provinces: NTR

General

Road Missions Cleared:  18 road and 24 air missions were cleared.

Condition of Airport and Airfields: Kandahar, Zaranj and Tirinkot airfields are operational.  

SOUTHEAST

During the reporting period the general security situation was relatively calm in the SE Region. No serious incidents concerning UN INGO community were reported. 
Paktya Province: 

· Disarmament: On 21 June, two local commanders from the district of Dand Wa Patan and one from the district of Chamkani handed over number of heavy weapons to the Provincial Police of Paktya. 
· Rocket attack: On 22 June, at 2330 hrs, a rocket landed near the district administration building in Zurmat. No casualties reported. 
Khost Province:  
· Rocket attack: On 22 June, 8 rockets were launched against the CF base in Khost city. 4 of the rockets landed inside of the camp. Some minor injuries and damages reported. 
· Ammunition cache: On 23 June, the local police confiscated a large number of mortar shells in Khost city. 

Ghazni Province: 
· Night letters: On 23 June, night letters, warning people not to participate in the VR+E process were distributed in the district of Qarabagh. 
Paktika Province: NTR

General

Road Missions Cleared: 5 road and 2 air mission were cleared. 

Condition of Airport and Airfields: Gardez airfield operational. 
EASTERN

The Eastern Region has once again experienced several security incidents and unrest in the provinces of Nangarhar, Laghman and Kunar.
Nangarhar Province:  

· CF operations: On 19 – 20 June, during the night CF (British) conducted raids on several houses in search of drugs in the district of Khogyani. Information received indicates that anti-western sentiments surfaced in the district after the raids.  
· Explosion: On 20 June, a small explosive devise was detonated in the parking area of the Torgham border crossing point on the Pakistani side. No casualties reported. 
· Rocket attack: On 23 June, a rocket impacted in the vicinity of the Administration Office of the district of Hiserak. The attack follows an earlier unconfirmed report of a threat to attack the VRS in Hiserak, located in the close vicinity of the Administration Office.
· Kidnapping: On 23 June, two boys were kidnapped in the district of Khogyani. 
· VBIED attack against JEMB staff: On 26 June, ad IED, built inside of the mini bus used by the JEMB voter registration staff, exploded 1 km south of JAA city. The device went off few seconds after the driver abandoned the vehicle running. 3 people (2 women 1 child) were killed and 12 injured – 5 seriously. The seriously injured persons were evacuated to Bagram Airbase field hospital with UN helicopter. The driver has been arrested. 
Kunar Province: 
· Attack: On 24 June, 2 CF soldiers were killed and 1 injured in the district of Nari. No further details are available. 
Laghman Province: 
· IED explosion: On 22 June, at 0830 hrs, an IED exploded on a secondary road in the area of Sarman Khel in the district of Qarghayi. No casualties reported. 
· Attack: On 24 June, at 0500 hrs, a PRT patrol was engaged with small arms, automatic fire and RPG fire from AG elements in the northern part of Dawlat Shah district. The firefight lasted approximately 20 minutes. No injuries or damage was reported. 
Nuristan Province: NTR

· AG activities: On 24 June, information received indicates that Kashmir Khan, a known commander loyal to Hekmatyar, is gathering support against the CF.
General

Road/Air Missions Cleared: 44 road and 28 air missions were cleared. 
Condition of Airport and Airfields: Jalalabad operational.

CENTRAL

The insecurities within Logar and Wardak have steadily increased over the reporting period. Significant security events are consistently occurring with no indication of decline. It is clear that the Voter Registration Process has been seen as the major recipient of the brunt of these incidents.
Kabul Province: 

· Ammunition seizure: On 20 June, the NSD confiscated an ammunition cache, containing   BM 12, BM1 and 72 mm Rockets in the district of Shakar.
· JEMB vehicle pursuit: On 20 June, the JEMB vehicle was pursued by 3 men in a light blue Toyota Corolla and pointed at with a pistol in the Polytechnic District 5 in Kabul. The JEMB team drove to the nearest check post and the pursuing vehicle broke away. The details of the vehicle and the plate number (possibly 81357 or 81387) were given to local authorities and ISAF.
· Mine incident: On 21 June, a pedestrian stepped on a land mine in the Airport District 9 in Kabul. The person was seriously injured. 
· Shooting incident: 22 June, 0900 hrs, 2 ATC staffs were shot in the legs while security guards warned them not to enter in a restricted area in the district of Bagrami in Kabul. 
· Arrests: On 22 June, 3 UNICEF office guards were taken into custody over an alleged sexual assault. The guards were released after investigation. 
· Assassination attempt: On 23 June, the Head of the Women’s Association Department was shot at by a sniper in her residence. The sniper missed the target.  
· Release of Turkish engineer: On 26 June, the Turkish engineer, kidnapped during an ambush in Zabul in March was released by Taliban. 
· Domestic crime: 

· House robbery: On 20 June District 9 Armed robbers entered into an Apartment in Macroyan, in the district 9 and stole 50,000 Rs and 1,000 USD.  3 people have been arrested in connection to this incident. 
· Kidnapping: On 20 June, 20 years old woman was kidnapped by three perpetrators in the district 4. The offenders were later apprehended in Kapissa province and the girl was released unharmed. 
· Arrest: On 22 June, a man accused of armed robbery on the KBL-JAA road was apprehended by Kabul NSD. The man was suspected of taking part in the killing of four international journalists during a 2001 ambush in eastern Afghanistan. 

· Attempted house robbery: On 23 June, 8 robbers were caught while they were trying to break into a house in the district 4 in Kabul. 
· Tribal dispute: 23 June, two tribes clashed over the water dissemination in the district of Shakar. 2 persons were injured. The fight ceased after local police intervention. 

· Fire: On 26 June, a fuel tanker caught fire in the district 5 in Kabul. No casualties reported. 
Logar Province: 

· AG activities: During the week, the information received indicates that a group of insurgents, infiltrated within Logar, pay local people from 50,000 to 100,000 for launching RPG at UN or Governmental supporting agency. 
· Attack: On 20 June at 2415 hrs, the JEMB/MoE was attacked with 3 RPGs and small arms fire in Puli Alam. No casualties or serious damages reported. One man has been arrested in connection to this incident.  
Wardak Province: 

· Rockets defused: On 21 June, the local security authorities of Maydan Shah defused 12 BM-12 rockets ready launch 2 km west of Maydan Shah provincial office. 
· Attack: 21 June, at 2230 hrs, a house of a female teacher was fired at with a RPG and small arms in the village of Tangi in Saydabad. 
· Ammunition cache: During the week, the local people of the village of Tangi in Saydabad reported an ammunition cache to the local authorities. The cache was emptied before the local security authorities arrived to the scene. 
· Mine discovery: On 20 June, information was received and confirmed by ISAF that another 2 Mines were discovered close to the poppy eradication base in Maydan Shah. 
· Tribal dispute: On 21 June, the fight erupted between the Kuchis and the local people in the village of Baghak in Saydabad over land dispute. 4 people were reported injured. 
· RPG attack: On 21 June at 0100 hrs, a RPG was launched at the Osmaniah Girls School in the village of Asankhil in Saydabad. No casualties or damages reported. 
· Arson: On 22 June, at 2300 hrs, a school allocated for male VR site was set ablaze in the village of Shekhabad in Saydabad. The school was slightly damaged. 
· Arson: On 25 June, 3 VR sites were burned by a group of 30-50 men within the district of Saydabad. Information received indicates that the attackers were not from the area.  
· Night letters: During the week, night letters warning girls not to attend school and anyone supporting the VR+E process were distributed in the area of Shinz in Saydabad.  
Parwan, Kapisa and Panjsher Provinces: NTR.
General

Road Missions Cleared:  234 road missions were cleared. 
Condition of airport and airfields: All airports are operational.

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
Bamyan and the Central Highland were generally calm during the reporting period. Land dispute between Kuchies and Hasaras continues.
Bamyan Province: 

· Kidnappings: During the week, UN security received reports about kidnapping in the Bamyan area. In some cases the Hazaras have accused the Pashtoon staff members of NGOs to be involved in these incidents. 
Day Kundi Province:

· Intimidation and theft: On 20 June, a NGO (Oxfam) team traveling from Khargul (Panjab) toward Ashtarlai town was stopped in Ashtarlai basar by four gunmen. The driver and the passenger were forced out of their vehicle, beaten up and their money was stolen.  
Ghazni Province:  
· AG activities: On 23 June, the Global team in Jaghuri was visited by the Commander of Secret Police, whom among others warned Global and the UN community of possible infiltration of Anti Government elements into Jaghuri trying to disrupt the ongoing VR+E process. A day before unknown men had asked in a local bazaar about foreigners and their roads out of Jaghuri.  
Uruzgan, Baghlan, and Ghor Provinces: NTR
General:

Road Missions Cleared.  - road missions were cleared.
Condition of Airport and Airfields:  Bamyan airfield operational.
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