Date/Time: Wednesday 25 May 2005, Between 0900 - 1000Hrs

Location: vicinity of Emergency Hospital, Shar-e- Naw, Kabul City, District 10/2

Incident: 

Information: A national driver was driving the agency vehicle from the area of the Iranian Embassy when he observed and believed that his vehicle was being followed. The following vehicle is described as a Black 4 x 4 with darkened windows. The agency driver accelerated and was followed further until the suspect vehicle drove alongside. It is understood that the occupants of the suspect vehicle looked into the agency vehicle which then accelerated ahead. The suspect vehicle overtook and cut-off the progress of the agency vehicle at the location mentioned above. 2-3 armed men wearing desert combat military-type clothing, believed to be local nationals, approached the agency vehicle. A police vehicle arrived at scene and the suspects left in their vehicle.

Assessment: Detailed investigation is being carried out by ISAF. An ISAF assessment of this incident is expected. What can be said is that something was attempted. We will not speculate further. This occurred in daylight in a busy public area that is well patrolled by Afghan police and international military forces from which escape routes are limited. To draw any conclusion in the circumstances and without further details would be wrong.

Advisory: 

· Low-profile, essential moves only in daylight in view of the present threat of BBIED threat.

· Due to the kidnap threat we advise no movement in the city after last light. Where urgent movement is necessary, and on the understanding that regardless of the threat some people will move, we strongly advise at least two vehicles as one vehicle will not be a deterrent and a second or third can act as physical protection. 

