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Zapatista

It is New Year’s night 1994, the day the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) comes into effect. To the Mayan Indian communities in the Lacandon Jungle of
Southeastern Mexico, NAFTA symbolizes the culmination of over 500 years of
exploitation. That night, 2,000 Indian soldiers occupy several cities in the state of Chiapas

and declare political and economic independence. They call themselves the Zapatista
National Liberation Army (EZLN).

“We are neither unique nor perfect. Just look at the natives of Ecuador and Chile, and the
demonstrations in Seattle, Washington, Prague — and those that will follow.”
Subcommandante Marcos, EZLN
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